Community Emergency Response Training Available in Norwood
The Norwood Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) is looking for twenty volunteers for the Community Emergency Response Training (CERT) program. The CERT program educates people in disaster preparedness and provides training in basic disaster response, such as fire safety, light search and rescue, team organization, and disaster medical operations.  It is designed to help individuals help themselves, their families and their neighbors in the event of an emergency or disaster.  
Citizens may be on their own during the early stages of a disaster and basic training in disaster survival and rescue will improve their ability to survive.  CERT Trained team members will be able to assist others in the community following an event until professional responders, such as police and fire personnel become available to help. If a disaster happens that overwhelms local response capability, CERT members will be able to apply the training learned in the classroom and during exercises to minimize casualties and damage to property. Trained civilians can also be utilized for post-disaster and recovery needs.  
The CERT training program is a 20-hour hands-on course in disaster response that will require a commitment of nine weeks.  Starting April 5, 2006 participants will meet every Wednesday from 7pm to 9:00 pm at the Norwood Police Department Community Room.   Each person who completes the training will receive a first-aid kit and backpack containing basic emergency response supplies.
Norwood’s CERT training program is funded through a grant from Homeland Security and Massachusetts Department of Public Health. 

Anyone interested in participating in the training program and becoming certified in community emergency response should call the Norwood LEPC at 781-762-1240 X102 or X172. The registration deadline is Friday, March 24, 2006.
